x                       ^Marius and Sulla                    123

the aid of the forces left in Italy and the inhabitants of the
Italian towns. Then began the first long reign of terror, so
often to be repeated in later times. The enemies of democracy
were slain by hundreds, on information and on suspicion,
without trial and without investigation. The victims were all
senators or knights. The massacre was carried out in part
by bands of slaves who had been set free by Cinna, the second
in command of the democratic party ; and these executioners
Cinna himself was eventually forced to destroy by the hands
of a detachment of Gallic soldiers. The years 88 and 87 B. c.
were devoted to this massacre of their opponents. Marius
and Cinna were elected consuls for the following year. In the
first month of his consulship Marius died.

Sulla meanwhile had driven Mithradates out of Greece and
also defended himself against L. Valerius Flaccus, the successor
of Marius in the consulship, who had been sent out with an
army to the East to fight both Mithradates and Sulla. Though
the war with the king was not finished, affairs in Italy forced
Sulla, after restoring Roman rule in Greece and Asia Minor,
to make peace on terms which were acceptable to Mithradates
and not very flattering to Rome. Next he forced the rival
Roman army to surrender; it had mutinied against Flaccus
and killed him, and was commanded by Fimbria, the quaestor
who had stirred up the mutiny. Sulla's object in the East
was now attained. He had crippled Mithradates for a time
at least; his army had taken rich booty and looked forward
to gifts of land in Italy which he alone could award them ;
the plunder of the East had put immense sums of money in
his hands; and his mastery of the East secured to him
a steady supply of fresh resources. In spite of certain over-
tures on the part of the Senate, a renewal of civil war was
inevitable ; and Sulla was prepared for it.

The democrats also were prepared. They relied chiefly on
the support of the Italians, especially the Samnites. The
clash of arms began as early as 85 B. c. During the whole
of the following year attempts were made to prevent Sulla
from landing in Italy. The attempts failed, and Italy once
more became the scene of a ruthless civil war, which went
on for two full years. In the end the democrats were utterly
defeated : they had failed to put their forces under a single
command or to retain the loyalty of the citizen army. Though
the Italians remained faithful, the legions formed of citizens